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Reason for Decision 

To grant consent to the Moston Brook Friends group (supported by the Moston Brook Project 
Officer and Oldham Council) to submit grant applications for path improvements on Lower 
Memorial Park Trust Land. To grant approval for the works to be undertaken should the 
applications be successful. 
 
Recommendations 
 
It is recommended that Trustees agree:  

 The submission of grant applications by the Moston Brook Friends Group to upgrade paths 
on Lower Memorial Park Trust land. 

 Approve the proposed site improvements if the funding bids are successful 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Report to CABINET SUB COMMITTEE  
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Cabinet Sub Committee       24th November 2015 

 

Lower Memorial Park Trust, Failsworth  

 

1 Background 
Over the last 25 years the Trust land surrounding Lower Memorial Park has had no 
significant investment. Whilst it is a popular area of green space in Failsworth it is not 
used to its full potential. Lack of maintenance on this public open space could present 
safety concerns. In recognition of this the Moston Brook project was established. Its aim is 
to secure funds to improve and maintain the site for the Trustees, Oldham Council and for 
local residents. 
 
A group of local residents have been working in conjunction with Oldham Council and 
have established the Moston Brook Friends Group. They have a constitution and a 
bank account and now have a good track record of raising funds. Following on from their 
successful bid to raise funds for a new entrance to the Trust land, they are now seeking 
approval to apply to for funds to upgrade pedestrian access. 
 

2. Current Position 

2.1 Current Fundraising Opportunity for Access Improvements 

  The Moston Brook Friends Group and Project Officer are seeking funding to improve 
access with the aim of making the Trust land and Moston Brook totally accessible to all 
users, in all weathers. The most recent suitable funding opportunity is the Tesco Local 
Community Grant. The Friends Group is eligible to apply and have costed path works to 
the value of £12,000. Funding applications are invited by 27th November 2015. The 
selection process involves voting by Tesco staff and customers. The work will improve the 
site by creating good specification footpaths which will be safe, attractive, sustainable and 
cost effective by reducing maintenance and reducing safety concerns. The Moston Brook 
Project officer and partners have undertaken extensive public consultation which 
consistently shows strong support for improved access.  

 

2.2  Future Fundraising Opportunities for Access Improvements 

 The Moston Brook Friends Group and Project are working to identify other funding 
 Opportunities. Approval is sought for subsequent access improvement bids should the 
 Tesco application not be successful 

 

2.3        Implementation of access improvements 

The delivery model for any access improvements will be in line with the method used for 
the new entrance to the Trust land. Oldham Council and the Moston Brook Project Officer 
will act as the Trust’s managing agent. They will approve the funding bid, the contractor, 
the specification for works and delivery. The Moston Brook Friends Group will provide the 
funding for the works and collaborate with the Project Officer to ensure the works are 
maintained as per Oldham Council’s Cooperative policy. 

 

3 Options/Alternatives 

3.1 Option 1 – Approve the request to apply for funds for access improvements. 

3.2 Option 2 - Do not approve the request. Currently there are no Trust or Oldham Council 
funds to maintain or improve the access to the public open space 
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4 Preferred Option 

4.1 Option 1 is the preferred option. 

 

5.  Consultation 

5.1 One of the trustees has received the request as a verbal briefing.  Extensive consultation 
has been carried out to determine the priorities of residents for the Moston Brook valley and 
the Trust land. There is strong support for improved access. The entrance improvements 
have been very well received. 

       

6 Financial Implications  

6.1 Capital Costs 

There are no capital costs associated with the request. 

6.2 Revenue Implications  
 The access improvements are an upgrade to the existing pedestrian routes on the Trust 

land.  The improved specification will require less maintain ace.  The Moston Brook Project 
in partnership with the Lancashire Wildlife Trust has secured £29,000 funding to establish 
an officer led weekly volunteer group on Moston Brook.  Maintenance of this path will be 
included in the programme of works.  The Moston Brook Friends group will continue to raise 
funds for future maintenance and improvements of paths on the Trust land. 

 
  
7 Legal Services Comments 
7.1 None arising from this report. 

 

8 Cooperative Agenda 

8.1 The request is to facilitate the process of the community becoming more active and 
responsible for maintain and improving Trust land.  The access improvements will also be 
maintained by the new site volunteer group.  The project will improve the amenity value of 
the area for members of the general public.  

 

9 Human Resources Comments 

9.1 None arising from this report.  

 

10 Risk Assessments 

10.1 None arising from this report.   

 

11 IT Implications 

11.1 None arising from this report.  

 

12 Property Implications 

12.1 None arising from this report 

 

13 Procurement Implications 

13.1  None arising from this report. 
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14 Environmental and Health & Safety Implications 

14.1 No direct implications arising from this report. 

 

15 Equality, community cohesion and crime implications 

15.1 Improved access can increase site user numbers and thereby help reduce anti-social 
behaviour. 

 

16 Equality Impact Assessment Completed 

16.1  No 

 

17 Key Decision 

17.1 No  

 

18 Forward Plan Reference 

18.1  N/A 

 

19 Background Papers 

19.1 None 

 

20 Appendices 

1. Information on current funding stream 

2. Site master plan/vision map 
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Appendix 1 

Tesco Local Community Grants 

  

Funding Round 1: 19 October 2015 – 27 November 2015 

  

On 5 October 2015 carrier bag charging began in England, bringing it in-line with carrier bag 

charging schemes already in place in the rest of the UK. As a result, Tesco, like other large 

retailers, is required by law to charge a minimum of 5p for every single-use carrier bag used 

by a customer. Proceeds generated from the sales of the bags will be given to good causes.  

  

The money raised by Tesco customers will be used to pay for a large number of local 

projects to improve green spaces in communities across England, Wales and Scotland. 

Projects that will get the green light as a result of the funding will include building new pocket 

parks, sports facilities, woodland walks and community gardens. 

  

Groundwork will administer the funding and we will be working with Greenspace Scotland to 

support successful projects in Scotland. This will be your first chance to submit an application 

for a grant of up to £12,000 to create better and happier places where you live, although 

there will be two funding rounds per year over the next three years. 

  

Because we're expecting there to be a major demand for grants, Groundwork will assess all of 

the applications received and then provide a shortlist of the applications received for a Tesco 

regional panel to agree three successful projects to forward to a vote in Tesco stores. Tesco 

customers will vote over two weekends in their store for their favourite shortlisted local 

project. Grants will then be awarded as follows: 

  

        1st place in Tesco customer vote:  £12,000 grant 

        2nd place in Tesco customer vote: £10,000 grant 

        3rd place in Tesco customer vote:  £8,000 grant 

  

The grants programme will be open to organisations such as: voluntary/community 

organisations, registered charities, health bodies, Parish/Town councils, social enterprises, 

Community Interest Companies, community councils, local authorities and housing 

organisations. Other not-for-profit organisations might also be eligible. 

  

There’s no match funding requirement to access this grant, but the grant should be the 

majority of the funding required for your project, which could be a stand-alone project or a 

discrete, self-contained part of a larger project or part of a phased project and will need to be 

delivered within six months of receipt of the grant. Landowner’s permission is essential and 

you might also need planning permission. 

  

For further information please go to 

www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/tescocommunityscheme/Pages/about-tes  

 

 

 

 

http://www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/tescocommunityscheme/Pages/about-tes

